Grand Valley Forum, volume 029, number 35,  April 11, 2005 by Grand Valley State University
Grand Valley State University
ScholarWorks@GVSU
2004-2005, Volume 29 Grand Valley Forum, 1976-
4-11-2005
Grand Valley Forum, volume 029, number 35,
April 11, 2005
Grand Valley State University
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum29
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Education Commons, and the History Commons
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Grand Valley Forum, 1976- at ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for
inclusion in 2004-2005, Volume 29 by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Grand Valley State University, "Grand Valley Forum, volume 029, number 35, April 11, 2005" (2005). 2004-2005, Volume 29. 35.
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum29/35
••• 
N 
0 
0 
u, 
A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Alumnus returns from Balkans to address students 
The newly formed International Relations 
Organization sponsored its first event 
March 31, as Erion Veliaj, '02, returned to 
campus to give an update on the Albanian 
organization MJAFf! (ENOUGH!). 
Veliaj became the director of this grassroots 
social crusade after he graduated so he could 
help improve the living conditions in his 
native country. 
"The MJAFf Movement was founded to raise 
awareness against the negative and pressing 
problems in Albania," Veliaj told the audience 
at the Cook-DeWitt Center. "My country 
suffers from corruption, illegal trafficking , 
poor public services and blood feuds." 
The political science major was well-qualified 
for the job. He served as a delegate for the 
Across Campus 
2001 United 
Nations World 
Conference 
Against Racism , 
managed relief 
efforts for 
Kosovar 
refugees , 
participated in 
post-apartheid 
reconciliation 
initiatives in 
South Africa 
and traveled to 
more than 60 
countries - all 
by age 22. He 
is also fluent in 
four languages . 
Student delegation travels to 
Washington, D.C. 
Students in the Latin American Studies program are in Washington, 
D.C., participating in the Model Organization of American States. 
File photo 
Erion Veliaj, a 2002 gradu-
ate, returned to campus to 
update students on the 
Albanian organization he 
directs. 
Veliaj said since 2003, the group has helped 
lobby parliament to increase the education 
budget, helped lower tariffs for telephone and 
electrical power services and lobbied for more 
accountability from state executives in 
protecting the rights and interests of Albanian 
immigrants abroad. He said MJAFf! has 
become a catalyst for change of the status quo 
in many sectors of society and has acted as a 
positive role model for the image of Albania. 
The MAJFf Movement was also given the 
"UN Civil Society Award" in 2004, singled-
out from some 1,100 organizations from over 
200 countries. The organization has also 
mounted its first outreach in the United States, 
forming branches in Washington, D.C., San 
Francisco, Detroit and New York. 
···--------------------------
faculty coordinator of the course, said the students "are not only 
learning about U.S . and Colombian relations , they are trying to 
understand the complex network of relations in our hemisphere." 
Representing the MOAS member state of Colombia, the GVSU students 
will return on April 16. MOAS is an annual meeting of university 
To research their country, students divided into committees on human 
rights, security, and other topics , and then produced two resolutions that 
propose possible courses of action. The resolutions will be presented at 
the Washington assembly and will be evaluated by other delegations. 
student 
delegations 
that simulates 
an OAS 
general 
assembly, to 
provide a 
learning 
experience for 
students. Each 
university that 
participates 
represents one 
member state 
of the OAS. 
Khedija 
Gadhoum, 
Photo courtesy of Russell Rhoads 
Students participating in the Model Organization of 
American States gather before their trip to 
Washington, D.C. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Student Scholarship Day 
celebrates 10th anniversary 
Student research will be highlighted in posters and oral presentations at 
the 10th annual Student Scholarship Day, Wednesday, April 13 . 
Presentations by more than 400 students will be held in Henry and 
Padnos halls , from 8 a .m.-6:30 p.m. The event is sponsored by the 
College of Interdisciplinary Studies and Student Senate. 
All students and their faculty sponsors are invited to a luncheon, at 
11 :30 a.m. in the Grand River Room of Kirkhof Center. Sonia Dalmia, 
assistant professor of economics, will be the keynote speaker, sharing 
the research that she and her classes conduct. 
Across Campus continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
GVSU awarded grants 
from Space Grant Consortium 
Grand Valley was recently awarded a total of $56,470 in 10 grants from 
the Michigan Space Grant Consortium. Established by Congress in 1988 
and implemented by NASA, the National Space Grant program provides 
funding for research, education and public service projects. 
Two seed grants and two undergraduate fellowships were awarded a total 
of $8 ,000, with the remaining grants devoted to Higher Education, 
Pre-College, Public Outreach, Special Initiative Augmentation and 
Teacher Training. 
Summer Space Science Adventure Camps for students in fourth-eighth 
grades and Research Partnership for high school students, teachers and 
mentors, each received $5,000 grants. The Science, Technology and 
Engineering Preview Summer (STEPS) camp for girls ages 11-13, 
received an $8,000 grant. 
A $9,000 grant was awarded to Grand Valley's World Year of Physics 
program, a yearlong series of events designed to engage the community, 
teachers and students. A wide range of activities focus on understanding 
the diverse phenomena of pure physics , applying physics principles in 
other science disciplines and the real world , and exploring career 
opportunities. 
Astrophysics. From a pool of 75 national applications, Grand Valley is 
one of 11 institutions awarded this grant and the only university. 
The Regional Math and Science Center administers the Michigan Space 
Grants and is sponsoring the World Year of Physics program in 
cooperation with Grand Valley's Physics Department and College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
Mary Ann Sheline, Grand Valley's representative to the Michigan Space 
Consortium said, "Although the amount of funding provided by the 
Michigan Space Grants is limited, it allows Grand Valley students, faculty 
and AP staff to engage in creative, beneficial , and wide-ranging projects." 
Children's Center posts Web survey 
The Children's Center has posted an online survey to assess campus child 
care needs. 
Director Mary Ann Krause said now that the center has earned 
accreditation from the National Accreditation for the Education of Young 
Children, an assessment is the next step to gauge whether infant/toddler 
care should be added to the center. Children now enrolled have to be at 
least 3 years old. 
The World Year of Physics program also received the Inside Einstein's 
Universe Grant of $2,000 through the Harvard-Smithsonian Institution for 
The Web survey will remain online throughout April; it can be accessed at 
www.gvsu.edu/child. All survey participants will be entered in a drawing 
for a free week of child care at the center. Questions can be directed to 
Krause at 895-4146. 
••• 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Loraine Tarou , assistant professor of psychol-
ogy, was interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 
13 for a story about her research with spider 
monkeys at John Ball Zoo. 
Sheldon Kopperl, professor of biomedical sci-
ence, was interviewed by WOOD-TV Channel 
8 for a story about the Jewish community reac-
tion to what was then Pope John Paul II 's ill-
ness. 
Kevin den Dulk, assistant professor of political 
science, was interviewed by the Holland 
Sentinel about the Terri Schiavo case. 
••• 
FORUM 
Volume 29, Number 35 
Arts Chorale performs this week 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu .edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online pub-
lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
Sketches 
Huatong Sun, assistant professor of writing, 
received the 2005 Outstanding Dissertation 
Award in Technical Communication at the 
annual convention of Conference on College 
continues on page 4 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Grand Valley's University Arts Chorale, conduct-
ed by Ellen Pool, will again join the Grand Rapids 
Symphony for performances on April 15 and 16. 
GRSO Music Director David Lockington leads the 
symphony, chorus, and soloists in Mozart's Mass 
in C minor at 8 p.m. both days in the DeVos 
Performance Hall, Grand Rapids. For ticket infor-
mation call 454-9451, ext. 4. 
What's Ahead 
Twelve-hour marathon 
features non-stop Bach 
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diversity of women and their experiences. For more information, contact 
Jo Ann Wassenaar at x12748 or at womenctr@gvsu.edu. 
Grand Valley will host Bach-Around-the-Clock, a 12-hour marathon 
devoted to the music of Johann Sebastian Bach, on Tuesday, April 12, 
as part of the 5th Biennial Grand Rapids Bach Festival. 
Campus hosts National Astronomy Day 
Step inside an inflatable planetarium, learn about meteorites and moon 
phases, then peer through outdoor telescopes during Celebrate the Sky on 
National Astronomy Day, Saturday, April 16, at Grand Valley's Allendale 
Campus. 
The Grand Valley events feature Michigan performers and hundreds of 
student and faculty performances from six 
area colleges and universities: Aquinas 
College, Calvin College, Cornerstone 
University, Grand Rapids Community 
College, Grand Valley and Hope 
College. 
All concerts are free and open to the 
public, and will be held in the 
Cook-DeWitt Center. 
University performances will run 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., with Grand 
Valley performing at 12:05 p.m. A special prel-
ude concert at 7:30 p.m. features Grand Valley 
Carillonneur Julianne Vanden Wyngaard. 
The free event is part of the World Year of Physics at Grand Valley; this 
and other public events are funded in part by the Michigan Space Grant 
Consortium and Inside Einstein's Universe - Harvard-Smithsonian Center 
for Astrophysics. 
On Saturday, indoor introductory events like astronomy demonstrations, 
presentations and information booths, will take place in Loutit Lecture 
halls in Padnos Hall from 7:30-9 p.m. 
Outdoor sky viewing events will be held from 9-11 p.m. behind Lubbers 
Stadium. Multiple telescopes will be provided for viewing with experi-
enced astronomers. The public is also welcome to bring their own tele-
scopes, binoculars, finder charts, blankets and chairs. Children must be 
accompanied by parents or other responsible adults. 
At 8 p.m., Karl Hochreither, a noted Bach authority from Germany, will 
conduct the gala concert featuring the Grand Valley Chamber Orchestra, 
the Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys, and soloists performing Bach's 
Cantata 147. 
The rain date is Saturday, April 23. Check for updates online at 
www.gvsu.edu/cthesky. 
All events are sponsored by Grand Valley's Regional Math and Science 
Center, Physics Department and College of Liberal Arts and Sciences . For 
more information, call x12267 or see the Web site. Also performing in the evening concert will be Assistant Professor Pablo 
Mahave-Veglia, Baroque cello, and guest artist Linda Melsted, violin. 
Deadline for Women's Center 
art exhibit nears 
Student group plans Pow Wow 
The deadline to submit artwork for the fourth annual Women's Center art 
exhibit is Friday, April 15, by 2 p.m. 
The Native American Student Association will host Grand Valley's sev-
enth annual Spring Pow Wow on Sunday, April 17, in the Fieldhouse 
Arena. Grand Entries will be at 1 and 6 p.m., and a traditional feast will 
start at 4 p.m. 
This is a juried art show that is open to faculty, staff, students and commu-
nity members. Work submitted can be in any media but should reflect the 
The event is free and open to the public. For more information, send an 
e-mail to gvsunasa@student.gvsu.edu. 
Hauenstein Center examines world leaders throughout April 
Three distinct April events, sponsored by 
Grand Valley's Hauenstein Center for 
Presidential Studies, will commemorate 
Winston Churchill, Ronald Reagan and Gerald 
R. Ford's mentor, Sen. Arthur Vandenberg. 
"Three insightful programs will give people a 
better understanding of how the United States 
left isolationism in the 1940s and became a 
world leader in the 20th century," said Gleaves 
Whitney, director of the center. 
April 11 
Churchill and the Great Republic 
5:30 p.m., Gerald R. Ford Museum 
Librarian of Congress James Billington and 
Congressman Vernon Ehlers will speak about 
Churchill and the Great Republic - an exhibit 
by the Library of Congress. 
There will also be an opportunity to see the 
exhibit, hosted at the Gerald R. Ford Museum, 
from April 9-June 5. 
The Library of Congress exhibit draws upon 
its extensive collections, as well as those of the 
Churchill Archives Centre of Cambridge, 
England, to tell the story of one of the 20th 
century's most influential leaders. The exhibi-
tion emphasizes Churchill's lifelong links with 
the United States. The Ford Museum is one of 
three venues in the United States to host this 
traveling exhibition. 
April 12 
Kiron Skinner, co-editor of 'Reagan's Path 
to Victory' 
8 p.m., Gerald R. Ford Museum 
Kiron Skinner is an assistant professor of polit-
ical science at Carnegie Mellon University and 
a Hoover Institute research fellow. Skinner, 
who earned a doctorate from Harvard, serves 
on the Defense Policy Board of U.S. Secretary 
of Defense Donald Rumsfeld. She has co-edit-
ed several books on Reagan and specializes in 
American foreign policy and security. 
Seating for the lecture is limited. Call x12770 
to reserve a seat. 
April 28 
Statue Dedication: Sen. Arthur 
Vandenberg 
2 p.m. unveiling, Pearl Street and Monroe 
Avenue, Grand Rapids 
Grand Rapids native Arthur Vandenberg 
worked for 22 years as editor and publisher of 
the Grand Rapids Herald and was then 
appointed to fill a vacant U.S. Senate seat. He 
held that seat until he died in 1951. A staunch 
isolationist in the 1930s, he later championed 
the United Nations. 
4 p.m. address 
Gillian Martin Sorensen, "60 Years Later: 
Arthur Vandenberg and the Birth of the 
United Nations" 
Gerald R. Ford Museum Auditorium 
Gillian Martin Sorensen is a Grand Rapids 
native and senior adviser at the United Nations 
Foundation. She is a national advocate for the 
United Nations and US-UN relations. She 
served as assistant secretary-general for exter-
nal relations to UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan and special adviser for public policy to 
former UN Secretary-General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali. 
For more information on these events visit 
www .allpresidents·.org. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through April 
Gallery hours: BFA and School of 
Communications Senior Thesis Exhibitions . 
Call the Art Gallery for names of participat-
ing students, dates and locations. 
Tues., April 12 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.: Excellence Series: Healing 
Racism Workshop (day 1 of 2). University 
Club, DEV. Call xl2215 to register. 
10 a.m.-10 p.m.: Bach-Around-the-Clock V. 
CDC. Call x13484 for additional information 
and list of participants. 
11 :45 a.m.: Annual Administrative Professional 
luncheon. Grand River Room, KC. 
3 p.m.: Asian Heritage Month celebration event: 
Japanese Tea Ceremony. 215/216 KC. 
8 p.m.: Hauenstein Center event featuring Kiron 
Skinner, "Reagan's Path to Victory." Gerald 
R. Ford Museum Auditorium, Grand Rapids . 
Call x 12770 to reserve a seat. 
8 p.m.: Asian Heritage Month celebration event: 
Life in the Internment Camp and Asians Now, 
presented by Jeff Ebihara. 072 KC. 
8 p.m.: Bach-Around-the-Clock V evening con-
cert featuring the GVSU Chamber Orchestra. 
Wed., April 13 
8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.: Student Scholarship Day. 
Henry Hall atrium and Padnos Hall. See 
www.gvsu.edu/ssd for a complete schedule. 
8 a.m.-12 noon: Excellence Series: Healing 
Racism Workshop (day 2 of 2). University 
Club, DEV. Call x12215 to register. 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call 
xl2204 for more information . 
12 noon: Asian Heritage Month celebration 
event: Why Study Abroad in China, presented 
by Peimin Ni and J. P. Sniadecki. 142 KC. 
4:30-8 p.m.: Regional Math & Science Center 
event: Physical and Chemical Changes in 
Matter and Energy. Call x12267 to register 
and for additional information. 
Thurs., April 14 
12 noon: Arts at Noon series presents the Best of 
Gilbert and Sullivan . CDC. 
I p.m.: Guest lecture by Professor Yopie Prins , 
University of Michigan. Grand River Room, 
KC. 
4:30-8 p.m.: Regional Math & Science Center 
event, Number and Operations: Whole 
Number Series. E-mail Karen Meyers at mey-
ersk@gvsu.edu to register and for additional 
information. 
Fri., April 15 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. DEV. 
Call x 17 483 for more information . 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Continuing Education 
workshop: Communicating with Others . 
Holland Meijer Campus. Call x17180 for 
more information and to register. 
9 a.m.-12 noon: Continuing Education work-
shop: Introduction to Effective Business 
Writing. Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Call 
xl7180 for more information and to register. 
8 p.m.: Music department concert featuring 
Symphony Orchestra. LAT, PAC. 
8 p.m.: University Arts Chorale and Grand 
Rapids Symphony concert. De Vos 
Performance Hall , Grand Rapids. Call 616-
454-9451, ext. 4 for ticket information. 
Sat., April 16 
9 a.m.-1 p.m.: Continuing Education workshop: 
Photoshop 7 - Intermediate. Holland Meijer 
Campus. Call x17180 to register and for addi-
tional information. 
1-3 p.m.: Continuing Education workshop: 
Home PC Internet Security. Holland Meijer 
Campus. Call xl7180 for more information 
and to register. 
8 p.m.: University Arts Chorale and Grand 
Rapids Symphony concert. De Vos 
VENTS 
Performance Hall, Grand Rapids. Call 616-
454-9451, ext. 4 for ticket information. 
7:30-9 p.m.: Indoor introductory Ski Viewing 
events celebrating the World Year of Physics. 
Loutit Lecture Hall, PAD. Call x12267 for 
additional information. 
9-11 p.m.: Outdoor Sky Viewing event in con-
junction with the World Year of Physics. 
Behind Lubbers Football Stadium. Call 
x12267 for additional information . 
Sun., April 17 
1 p.m.: Seventh annual Spring Pow Wow. FH. 
3 p.m.: Music department concert featuring 
Select Women's Ensemble, University 
Singers , Varsity Men and Festival Women's 
Chorale. LAT, PAC. 
8 p.m.: Music department concert presented by 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble. LAT, PAC. 
Mon., April 18 
8:30 a.m.: Nonprofit Executive Morning series: 
Making the Right Hire . University Club , 
DEV. Call xl 7232 to make reservations. 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.: Annual COT luncheon. Grand 
River Room, KC. 
3:30-5:30 p.m.: Retirement reception honoring 
Mary Seeger. Thornapple River Room, KC. 
8 p.m.: Music department concert featuring 
University Band and Concert Band. LAT, 
PAC. 
Sports 
Wed., April 13 
3 p.m.: Women's Tennis. Grand Valley at 
Aquinas College. Grand Rapids. 
Sat., April 16 
11 a.m.: Men's Track and Field. Al Owens 
Classic at Grand Valley. 
5 p.m.: Women's Tennis. Indianapolis at Grand 
Valley. Grand Rapids (Ramblewood). 
---------------------------···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continues from page 2 
Composition and Communication in San 
Francisco for her work, "Expanding the Scope 
of Localization: A Cultural Usability Perspective 
on Mobile Text Messaging Use in American and 
Chinese Contexts ." 
Patrick Colgan, assistant professor of geology, 
received a grant from the United States 
Geological Survey EDMAP program to train an 
undergraduate student in geologic mapping tech-
niques and to produce a geologic map of the 
Sullivan, Michigan, 7 .5 minute Quadrangle. 
Bradley Ambrose, assistant professor of 
physics, presented a paper, "Challenges in 
Enhancing Student Leaming in Intermediate 
Mechanics: Identifying the Need for a Tutorial 
Approach to Instruction," at the American 
Physical Society Meeting in Los Angeles. 
• •• 
